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June 1, 2018 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  none  

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress:  

 

Department of Public Service    

• DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski reports heat, storms, and disconnects kept the electric 

crew busy with outages and downed tree limbs, the worst of which was a failed disconnect 

insulator at the Telegraph substation.  Chad and Pat met with Koontz-Wagner to discuss a 

full evaluation of this substation, to be coordinated at a later date. 

 The water-sewer crew tackled many storm-related power issues at the SLAUA lift-

stations, working all evening and night to keep the system flowing.  In addition, Mitch 

trouble-shot and assisted with the replacement of a failed Mission Control panel. Replace 

another failed air-relief device in Indian Lake. 

 Preparations for the Memorial Day parade and associated Riverside Cemetery Services 

were completed, with many compliments offered. 

 Maximum Fire Protection inspected and serviced the city’s fire extinguishers.  Additional 

extinguishers were added to some Snow Building offices, as well as at the Nubour booster 

station. 

 The admin staff met with the Dowagiac Youth Football Board to discuss a plan for 

requirements, resources, and provide input from the city regarding their recently approved 

relocation to Russom Park.   

 Planning for replacement trees that will be provided by MDOT for those that will be 

removed in conjunction with next-year’s paving. 

 With winter finally behind us, crews power-washed the dump/plow/salt-trucks, giving 

them a thorough cleaning for the season.   

 Storm brush/debris cleanup.   

 Crews are making another round through the city filling pot-holes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Beckwith Park Update   

Brick removal at Beckwith Park.  Barricades were  

used initially; and, a construction fence will be erected 

before the major work begins.  In the process, the 

engraved bricks are being carefully placed on pallets, 

with felt between layers, and stretch-wrapped for safe 

storage.  Our mechanic, Henry, is fabricating angle-

iron to shore-up against the brick that will remain in  

the sidewalks of Front and Beeson Streets.  

 

Katlyn Briney and J.C. Myer assist Matt Stack and 

Jason Grant, of the Grounds Department, remove and 

store the bricks from Beckwith Park. 

 

 

 

 

Downtown construction 

This week we saw two sets of scaffolding downtown as 

building owners continue to invest in major maintenance and 

complete renovation of their buildings. It is always good to 

see reinvestment in the Central Business District.  

 

A History of the Beckwith Theater  

The final event in the Spring Lecture Series at the Dowagiac 

Area History Museum will be Wednesday, June 6, featuring 

guest speaker Historian, David Bainbridge.  Programs begin 

at 6:30 p.m. Free to members, $5 admission to non-members 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   Sincerely, 

 

 

   City Manager 


